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As expected, President Carlos Menem's Justicialista Party (Partido Justicialista, PJ Peronist)
comfortably won in the April 10 Constituent Assembly elections, virtually guaranteeing
constitutional reforms to allow his reelection bid in 1995. A major surprise, however, was the
resounding defeat of the opposition Radical Civic Union (Union Civica Radical, UCR), as well
as the strong showing by the center- left coalition Broad Front (Frente Grande), which has now
emerged as the third political force in the country. Official results gave the Justicialistas 37.7% of the
vote, allowing them 139 delegates, less than an absolute majority in the 305-member Constituent
Assembly. The UCR, with 19.2% of the vote, will have 74 delegates. The Broad Front's strong 12.5%
gives it 32 delegates.
The nationalist Dignity and Independence Movement (Movimiento por la Dignidad y la
Independencia, Modin), led by former army rebel Aldo Rico, came in fourth with 9.1%, giving it 18
delegates. The remaining 42 delegates will come from a wide array of smaller parties, which run
the gamut from left to right on the political spectrum. In addition to its weak performance at the
national level, the UCR was soundly defeated in its traditional stronghold of Buenos Aires, where
the Broad Front came in first place with 36% of the vote. Political analysts attributed the surprisingly
poor showing of the UCR to a crisis in the party's leadership, and to opposition within the party
to the pact signed in November 1993 between Menem and UCR leader and former president Raul
Alfonsin. The pact committed the two parties to join forces to pass several proposed constitutional
reforms, including a change that will pave the way for Menem's reelection.
Overcoming the party's internal problems is likely to prove difficult, at least in the short term, given
UCR party leaders' anger about the resounding defeat and their tendency to blame Alfonsin and his
pact with Menem. The Broad Front was clearly the big winner, emerging as a force to be reckoned
with in the traditional two-party Argentine political arena. Led by Carlos Alvarez, the Broad Front
successfully based it's campaign on criticisms of the social costs of the government's neoliberal
policies and the corruption that has plagued Menem's administration. The strong showing in some
provinces by Rico's rightist Modin movement, as well as the strength of the Broad Front, led some
analysts to suggest that support for Menem's policies is waning. However, others point out that the
results are at least partially attributable to an election that was not to choose government officials
but delegates to an assembly whose general outcome is not in question. Given the Justicialista-UCR
pact, voters who wanted to express their opposition to the "establishment" had few options other
than to vote for one of the smaller parties. "The vote for the Broad Front is a protest vote, a vote of
anger," said Mariano Grondona, a respected Argentine political commentator. "It is not a mandate
to do something." The Constituent Assembly will begin deliberations in June, and must conclude
its work within 90 days. Although the assembly is technically free to draft the new constitution as it
sees fit, the Justicialista-UCR pact assures passage of several proposed changes, including removal
of the prohibition against consecutive presidential terms; reduction of the presidential term from
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six to four years; creation of a new cabinet post that will have powers comparable to those of a
prime minister; and elimination of the requirement that the president and vice president be Roman
Catholic. Items up for debate include approval of the use of plebiscites and national consultations;
measures to protect the environment; and proposals to strengthen the federal system.
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